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Université de Pau et des Pays de l'Adour (UPPA) 

 

Coordination : Laurent Dissard (laurent.dissard@univ-pau.fr) 

Coordination: Laurent Dissard (laurent.dissard@univ-pau.fr) 

Séances : 15h/semestre, max. 10 étudiants, hybride distanciel/présentiel selon contexte sanitaire 

Sessions: 15h/semester, max. 10 students, online/in-class depending on COVID-19 

Langue : anglais 

Language: English 

 

Calendar: 

 

11/01/2021 2-3pm (Introduction) 

01/02/2021 2-5pm Session 1 (3 hrs) 

22/02/2021 2-5pm Session 2 (3 hrs) 

15/03/2021 2-5pm Session 3 (3 hrs) 

12/04/2021 2-5pm Session 4 (3 hrs) 

03/05/2021 2-5pm Session 5 (3 hrs) 

 

Description: This interdisciplinary 15-hour "writing workshop" is designed for doctoral students 

in the Social Sciences and Humanities at the University of Pau and Pays de l'Adour wishing to 

improve their writing and speaking skills in academic English. Each participant will share a piece 

of their writing with the other members of the "writing workshop" once a semester. This can be a 

preliminary version of a dissertation chapter, a first attempt at a journal publication, a draft of a 

presentation at an international conference, etc. Some of the questions we will try to answer for 

each piece of writing are: 1. Does the author follow a central argument throughout the paper? 2. 

Does the author make good use of primary and secondary sources? 3. Does the author make an 

original contribution to the field or discipline?  

 Each "writing workshop" will have one "silent author" and several "active readers". The 

"silent author" will provide a piece of writing (10-15 pages) to the rest of the "writing workshop" 

one week in advance. Each "active reader" will then read the piece at home and write a one-page 

reading response. We will spend the first half of the "writing workshop" (30-40 minutes) by 

presenting our reading responses to the "silent author" who will then be able to answer the 

questions and comments raised during the second half of the "writing workshop" (30-40 minutes). 

The workshop is a safe environment where authors and readers can exchange about writing and 

reflect collectively upon the difficulties they might encounter.  

 The "writing workshop" will meet every three or four weeks from February 2021 to May 

2021 after an initial one-hour introductory meeting on 11 January 2021 at 2pm. The workshop will 

be held either online (Zoom or MS Teams) and/or inside the Institut Claude Laugénie at UPPA. 

Finally, the "writing workshop" will be an opportunity for participants to discuss other issues 

related to academic writing (finishing a dissertation, publising an academic article, preparing 

effective conference presentations, etc.). 
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